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Progress  of  the  Union  Literature  Movement 

Rev.  C.  H.  Patton 


How  TO  Use  This  Program 

THE  PROGRAM  OUTLINE 
Hymn:  ‘^0  Word  of  God  Incarnate” 

O  Word  of  God  incarnate, 

O  Wisdom  from  on  high, 

O  Truth  unchanged,  unchanging, 

O  Light  of  our  dark  sky. 

We  praise  thee  for  the  radiance 
That  from  the  hallowed  page, 

A  lantern  to  our  footsteps. 

Shines  on  from  age  to  age. 

O  make  thy  Church,  dear  Saviour, 

A  lamp  of  purest  gold 
To  bear  before  the  nations 
Thy  true  light  as  of  old! 

O  teach  thy  wandering  pilgrims 
By  this  their  path  to  trace. 

Till,  clouds  and  darkness  ended. 

They  see  thee  face  to  face! 

Devotional  Exercise .  Mary  Schauffler  Platt 

What  the  Committee  is  Doing 

Our  Editors:  Personalia 

Our  Work:  A  Dramatic  Episode  by  Clementina  Butler 
,  Our  Finances: 

The  Story  of  Some  Christian  Books 
Offering 

Hymn:  ^^God  is  Working  His  Purpose  Out” 

NOTE:  The  cut  07i  the  cover  shows  the  7iew  phofietic  script  displayed 
on  the  streets  of  a  Chinese  city  by  order  of  the  mayor. 
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PROGRESS  OF  THE  UNION  LITERATURE 

MOVEMENT 

1923  proved  to  be  a  year  of  unusual  interest  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  our  plans  for  the  production  of  literature  on  the 
foreign  field  on  a  union  basis.  The  International  Missionary 
Council,  at  its  meeting  in  Oxford,  in  July,  gave  much  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  matter,  emphasizing  literature  as  of  supreme 
importance  at  the  present  juncture  in  world  affairs.  Steps 
were  taken  at  Oxford  for  a  closer  organization  of  the  literature 
forces  on  an  international  basis,  and  for  the  promulgation  of 
a  world  program  of  production.  It  was  gratifying  to  find 
the  readiness  of  the  British  and  Continental  societies  to  co¬ 
operate  heartily  in  certain  plans  which  have  originated  on 
our  side  of  the  water,  particularly  in  the  matter  of  literature 
for  Moslem  peoples. 

The  results  of  the  survey  of  literature  in  Moslem  lands 
have  appeared  in  book  form  under  the  title  ^^Christian 
Literature  in  Moslem  Lands,  (George  H.  Doran  Company); 
a  beautiful  volume  full  of  authentic  and  interesting  informa¬ 
tion,  replete  with  maps,  graphs,  statistical  tables,  and  il¬ 
lustrations;  a  book  having  its  own  literary  flavor.  This 
volume  has  been  received  with  great  approval  in  missionary 
circles,  and  is  considered  to  be  the  finest  thing  of  its  kind. 
It  lays  a  basis  for  what  is  likely  to  prove  an  important 
development  on  an  interdenominational  and  international 
scale. 

The  year  has  brought  the  story  of  terrific  losses  in  Japan, 
as  a  result  of  the  earthquake  and  fire.  The  Christian 
Literature  Society  of  Japan,  through  which  the  Boards  have 
been  co-operating  for  over  ten  years  with  rare  effectiveness, 
suffered  the  loss  of  their  building  in  Tokyo,  with  all  their 
equipment,  books,  plates,  and  manuscripts,  also  the  private 
residence  of  Dr.  Wainright,  their  director.  New  plans  are 
forming  for  the  reconstruction  of  this  work,  but  no  details 
can  be  given  at  the  present  time.  Eventually  the  Boards 
will  need  to  deal  generously  with  the  Japan  literature  situa¬ 
tion.  The  first  book  bought  in  Tokyo  after  the  fire  was  the 
Bible. 

In  China,  our  plans  have  been  held  back  by  the  doctrinal 
controversy.  New  plans  are  now  developing  for  a  group  of 
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Boards,  American  and  British,  to  pool  their  literature  funds 
and  efforts  in  the  hope  of  meeting  the  extraordinary  demand 
for  books  arising  from  the  ‘‘Renaissance  Movement.”  The 
situation  is  so  remarkable  that  the  Boards  can  hardly  fail  to 
get  together  on  some  constructive  program.  Says  Dr. 
Hodgkins,  “It  seems  to  me  almost  impossible  to  overstate 
the  influence  which  literature  of  the  right  kind  may  yield  in 
the  days  that  lie  immediately  before  us  in  China.”  Certain 
well-known  Christian  Chinese  writers  have  recently  held  a 
“retreat”  for  the  discussion  of  the  situation.  In  the  findings 
of  their  conference,  they  stress  literature  as  the  greatest  tool 
which  the  Christian  forces  now  have  at  their  command, 
remarking,  “The  influence  of  Confucianism  and  Buddhism, 
which  is  strong  and  will  be  lasting,  is  due  largely  to  their  use 
of  literature.” 

We  have  a  wonderful  record  of  success  for  the  beginnings 
of  our  union  work  in  India.  As  a  result  of  ^8000  sent  out 
by  the  Boards  of  Great  Britain  and  America,  the  National 
Council  of  India  has  been  able  in  1923  to  subsidize  five 
literature  writers,  and  to  issue  forty  books  covering  a  wide 
range  of  subjects  and  using  thirteen  different  languages.  The 
overhead  charges  for  this  work  have  been  only  one-half  of 
one  percent. 

The  African  Christian  forces  are  waking  up  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  literature.  The  Committee  of  Reference  and 
Counsel,  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Conference  of  North 
America,  has  appointed  a  sub-committee  on  literature  for 
Africa ;  and  in  this  group  the  Woman’s  Boards  are  represented 
by  the  well-known  writer.  Miss  Jean  Mackenzie,  who  is 
looked  to  for  a  special  study  of  the  literature  needed  for 
African  women  and  children.  Here  too  the  British  societies 
are  co-operating  earnestly. 

Throughout  the  year,  the  Woman’s  Boards  have  shown  an 
increasing  interest  in  their  own  literature  projects.  It  is 
hoped  that  in  1924  even  more  of  the  Woman’s  Boards  may 
make  appropriations  and  that  there  may  be  enough  funds 
in  hand  to  help  out  on  the  budget  of  the  General  Literature 
Committee  in  connection  with  the  plans  for  all  the  areas 
named  above. 

Cornelius  H.  Patton, 

Chairman  of  the  Literature  Committee  of  the 
Foreign  Missions  Conference  of  North  America. 
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HOW  TO  USE  THIS  PROGRAM 


At  the  request  of  the  Federation  of  Woman’s  Boards  of 
Foreign  Missions  this  program  has  been  prepared  for  use  in 
missionary  societies  of  all  denominations. 

It  is  hoped  that  local  federations  of  church  women,  groups 
of  young  people  and  girls’  mission  clubs  may  find  it  interest¬ 
ing  and  usable.  The  little  demonstration  is  simple  and  may 
be  given  with  only  a  few  children.  A  bulletin,  ^‘How  We 
Spend  The  Budget,”  recently  issued,  gives  up-to-date  details 
about  the  money  gathered  and  spent  by  the  Woman’s  Com¬ 
mittee.  Sample  copies  of  “Happy  Childhood”  and  of  “The 
Treasure  Chest”  can  be  supplied  to  a  limited  degree  on’ 
application  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee,  14  Beacon 
Street,  Boston.  It  has  been  suggested  that  wherever  the 
program  is  used  an  offering  for  the  work  supported  by  the 
Committee  should  be  taken. 

Copies  of  this  program  may  be  obtained  free  from  Miss 
Alice  M.  Kyle,  14  Beacon  St.,  Boston,  Mass.,  Miss  M.  H. 
Leavis,  West  Medford,  Mass.,  or  Miss  Sarah  H.  Polhemus, 
25  Madison  Avenue,  New  York  City,  or  from  Board  Head¬ 
quarters. 


DEVOTIONAL  SERVICE 


‘‘Give  Ye  Them  to  EaY^ 

Hymn:  “O  Word  of  God  Incarnate”  (See  Outline) 
Scripture:  Luke  9  :  10-17 

It  was  a  great,  crowded  picnic,  but  there  was  nothing  to 
eat!  There  they  sat  on  the  grass, — fathers  and  their  little 
hungry,  sleepy  boys;  mothers  with  babies  in  their  arms,  and 
the  older  children  too  tired  and  hungry  to  run  around  any 
more. 

They  had  come  out  so  eagerly  in  the  morning,  each  with  a 
motive  that  made  the  way  seem  short.  With  some,  of 
course,  it  was  curiosity,  others  brought  their  sick  to  be  healed, 
and  yet  others  longed  to  hear  more  of  the  Master’s  wonderful 


5 


teaching.  All  were  as  straying  sheep  whose  hearts  responded 
to  the  voice  of  the  True.  Shepherd. 

‘^Give  ye  them  to  eat,”  said  the  Master  to  the  disciples 
who  wanted  to  hurry  the  crowd  away  in  quest  of  bread, 
and  from  the  small  lunch  of  a  little  lad  who  surrendered  it 
to  him  willingly,  Jesus  sent  Philip  and  Thomas  and  John 
with  bread  and  fish  to  group  after  group  of  hungry  folk  till 
the  very  last  child  on  the  back  row  had  had  enough  and  to 
spare. 

It  is  another  great  gathering, — row  upon  row  of  people, — 
much  further  than  our  eyes  can  reach.  From  the  village 
schools  of  China,  the  crowded  kindergartens  of  Japan  and 
India,  the  overflowing  orphanages  of  the  Near  East  they 
come;  dusky  boys  and  girls  from  African  schools  and  students 
of  our  great  Union  Colleges, — thousands  and  thousands  of 
them.  They  have  flocked  to  the  great  opportunity  for 
Christian  education  ‘^as  sheep  not  having  a  shepherd!  And 
now  they  have  learned  to  read,  to  think  and  reason,  to  apply 
what  they  have  studied  to  the  lives  they  must  live.  How 
are  they  going  to  keep  it  up.^  How  will  they  continue  to 
make  life  richer  and  fuller  and  better  when  the  brief  school 
days  are  over.^ 

Give  ye  them  to  read.  Put  into  their  languages  and  into 
their  ways  of  thinking  the  stories  and  articles,  the  books  and 
magazines  that  will  satisfy  their  hunger  and  nourish  their 
minds  and  refresh  their  souls.  Why  did  you  let  them  come 
and  learn  if  only  to  send  them  away  with  nothing  to  read,  no 
fund  of  new  literature  to  continue  the  work  you  have  begun. ^ 

Seek  out  the  boys  and  girls  who  have  a  little  store  of 
possibilities  and  teach  them  how  to  turn  these  into  a  literature 
for  their  own  people. 

Starving  bodies  are  pitiful,  distressing,  unnecessary,  when 
the  world  is  full  of  food.  What  about  starving  minds. ^  To 
see  the  need  and  to  meet  it  promptly,  gladly,  liberally, — 
this  is  Jesus’  way.  Is  it  ours.^  Give  ye  them  to  eat! 

Mary  Schauffler  Platt. 

Prayer 

Hymn:  ‘^0  Master,  let  me  walk  with  Thee” 
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WHAT  THE  COMMITTEE  IS  DOING 

Our  Editors 

Ever  since  its  organization  in  1912,  the  Woman’s  Com¬ 
mittee  has  been  very  fortunate  in  its  staff  of  faithful  editors. 
Working  with  no  extra  compensation  for  their  devoted  work 
of  the  Committee,  they  give  often  long  hours  of  toil  after  the 
regular  duties  of  the  day  have  been  attended  to. 

Mrs.  Donald  MacGillivray,  Shanghai,  China 

First,  in  length  of  service,  we  have  Mrs.  Donald  Mac¬ 
Gillivray,  Canadian  Presbyterian  Board,  the  ^^find”  of  Mrs. 
Peabody  and  Mrs.  Montgomery,  on  their  world  tour  in  1914. 
Mrs.  MacGillivray’s  husband  is  on  the  Christian  Literature 
Society  of  China  and  his  wife  gladly  undertook  to  edit  a 
Christian  magazine  for  Chinese  children,  for  which  the 
felicitous  name  “Happy  Childhood”  was  found.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  her  work  on  this  monthly  magazine  Mrs.  MacGillivray 
and  the  “Happy  Childhood”  staff  have  published  many 
little  books  for  children  and  for  mothers,  some  of  them  in 
the  Phonetic  Script.  Among  these  books  appear  the  titles : — 
“The  Life  of  Helen  Keller,”  “The  Story  of  Daniel,”  “Loyey 
Mary,”  “Little  Women,”  and  many  others.  This  editor  is  a 
bonny  Scotch  lady,  very  bright  and  versatile,  with  a  per¬ 
sonality  which  won  for  her  many  friends  at  the  Northfield 
Conference  in  1918  and  later  at  the  Foreign  Missions  Con¬ 
ference.  Because  of  health  conditions  Mrs.  MacGillivray 
is  having  the  assistance  of  her  daughter,  Edith,  on  the 
“Happy  Childhood”  work  for  1923-24,  and  when  our  editor 
comes  on  furlough  this  next  summer,  the  Committee  must 
provide  a  substitute  to  “carry  on”  in  her  absence. 

We  may  not  claim  Miss  Laura  White,  editor  of  “The 
Woman’s  Messenger,”  as  “our”  editor,  but  we  are  privileged 
to  help  in  the  support  of  her  splendid  enterprise,  a  pioneer 
work  for  women  in  China,  supported  by  the  W.  F.  M.  S.  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  until  recently  sub¬ 
stantially  aided  by  British  Mission  Boards. 

Ruth  E.  Robinson,  Bangalore,  India 

For  several  years  the  project  of  a  magazine  for  boys  and 
girls  in  India,  to  be  published  in  English,  was  before  the 
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Committee.  It  was  a  vision  of  Miss  Flora  Robinson  (now 
Mrs.  T.  J.  Howeliis,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.).  When  she  came  to 
this  country,  her  sister  Ruth  undertook  the  new  enterprise 
with  a  vision  and  enthusiasm  which  has  outstripped  the 
slower  pace  of  the  Committee.  These  sisters  are  daughters 
of  Bishop  John  E.  Robinson  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  India.  They  have  both  taught  at  Isabella 
Thoburn  College,  but  now,  through  the  generosity  of  the 
W.  F.  M.  S.  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Ruth  has 
been  set  aside  for  Christian  Literature  work  and  lives  with 
her  mother  in  a  little  bungalow  at  Bangalore. 

‘^The  Treasure  Chest,”  the  aforesaid  magazine,  is  now  well 
on  its  second  year  and  is  an  attractive  monthly  of  twenty- 
eight  pages,  with  a  list  of  paying  subscribers  of  nearly  one 
thousand.  The  price  is  ^1.00  gold  per  year. 

Ruth  writes  of  her  home  and  of  her  work  as  follows: — 
‘‘I  must  tell  you  of  mother  and  myself  and  our  doings  in  our 
dear  little  house.  We  often  feel  as  if  father  had  something 
to  do  with  choosing  this  place  for  us  and  directing  us  to  it, 
for  it  is  so  exactly  suited  to  our  comfort  and  happiness. 
Our  little  garden  is  such  a  place  of  leafy  greenness  that  we 
have  birds  singing  from  early  dawn  almost  to  sunset.”  .  .  . 
“The  bulk  of  my  time  is  given  to  ‘The  Treasure  Chest,’  which 
becomes  increasingly  dear  to  me.  What  I  ever  did  without 
this  occupation  and  what  I  should  do  now  if  I  were  to  be 
deprived  of  it  are  things  I  do  not  like  to  think  of.  Here  is  a 
sample  of  the  way  it  is  regarded  out  here.  The  headmaster 
of  a  boys’  school  wrote  the  other  day:  ‘Please  send  me  “The 
Treasure  Chest”  by  return  mail  so  that  I  may  bring  my 
students’  knowledge  up  to  date  at  once.’  Another  writes, 
‘We  cannot  express  our  heartfelt  gratitude  to  you  for  your 
optimistic  energy  for  the  welfare  of  Indian  children  in  editing 
‘The  Treasure  Chest.’  Could  any  letter*  be  sweeter  than 
this  from  a  Bengali  boy  who  received  a  prize  for  an  essay,  ‘I 
thank  you  with  a  sincere  heart  for  your  prize  and  hope  you 
will  be  kind  enough  to  appreciate  the  thanks  of  my  humble 
heart.’  ” 

And  again  she  writes:  “I  wish  you  could  share  with  me 
the  pleasure  of  hearing  the  many  expressions  of  appreciation 
of  the  magazine,  for  they  are  heartening  experiences.  It  is 
especially  inspiring  to  know  that  where  two  or  three  children 
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are  gathered  together  in  reading  its  pages,  be  they  Hindu, 
Mahommedan  or  Christian,  they  recognize  gladly  the  dear 
Master  who  is  in  their  midst.  That  Jesus  belongs  to  them 
all  is  recognized  by  the  children  no  less  than  by  those  leaders 
of  India  who  are  turning  to  Him  in  a  remarkable  way.  With 
deep  appreciation  of  all  the  prayers  and  money  and  loving 
labor  of  the  Committee  for  this  work.” 

Vernacular  editions  in  Urdu  and  Marathi  are  projected 
and  will  be  published  as  soon  as  editors  are  found  and  proper 
financial  backing  can  be  assured.  The  money  for  these 
editions  is  in  hand  for  1924. 

Miss  Amy  Bosanquet,  Tokyo,  Japan 

In  Japan  the  work  of  Christian  Literature  is  well  organized 
and  is  carried  on  under  the  Christian  Literature  Society,  the 
Woman’s  Department  of  which  has  been  in  charge  of  Miss 
Amy  Bosanquet,  an  English  missionary  of  the  Anglican 
communion.  The  Committee  has  helped  somewhat  to 
finance  the  general  offices  of  the  Society  and  has  an  annual 
pledge  of  ^300  for  ^^Ai  no  Hikari”  (Light  of  Love),  a  little 
paper  for  the  poorer  women  of  Japan. 

Miss  Bosanquet  writes  of  the  disaster  which  overtook  the 
plant  and  the  stock  of  the  Society  in  the  great  earthquake, 
‘Tt  is  strange  to  have  to  start  again  like  this,  and  it  will  be 
uphill  work  for  a  little  while,  but  we  want  to  get  on  quickly 
and  not  lose  this  great  opportunity.  All  over  Japan,  and 
especially  in  these  parts,  people  have  been  deeply  stirred 
and  shaken,  and  they  have  still  to  go  through  many  trials. 
They  are  in  special  need,  conscious  need,  of  new  light  and 
new  life,  guidance  and  comfort.  In  the  vast  colonies  of 
refugees  in  the  parks  and  other  open  spaces  libraries  are 
being  started  and  it  is  heartbreaking  that  we  should  have  so 
little  to  contribute  just  at  this  time.  We  must  work  hard 
and  get  books  out.  But  we  need  funds  for  this,  so  we  ask 
very  earnestly  that  you  will  bear  in  mind  our  difficulties  and 
the  importance  of  this  critical  time  and  will  bring  the  circum¬ 
stances  before  the  people,  I  am  sure  if  they  know  they  will  be 
glad  to  help.” 
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DEMONSTRATION  ON  CHRISTIAN  LITERATURE 

SUGGESTIONS  FOR  ILLUSTRATING  THE  MAGAZINES 

{Interlocutor  introduces  each  group  with  a  few  words  from 
previous  pages  of  program.) 

Woman’s  Messenger 

Group  of  Chinese  women  come  on  the  platform,  hands 
occupied  with  household  duties.  Girl  in  white  with 
silver  trumpet  appears  to  bring  the  Magazine  which 
she  says  will  help  them  to  fulfill  the  law  of  Confucius 
and  beyond  that  the  Law  of  Christ. 

Treasure  Chest 

Group  of  girls  in  costume  of  India  come  on  platform, 
where  they  gather  round  a  large  closed  chest  gaily 
decorated.  By  it  sits  an  older  woman  clad  in  white. 
Girls  beg  her  to  show  them  the  treasures.  She  finally 
consents  and  takes  out  article  from  the  chest  which 
she  describes,  for  instance  the  figure  of  Buddha,  and 
she  tells  the  story  of  his  life  (like  the  article  in  one  of 
the  earliest  numbers).  A  figure  of  an  elephant  and  the 
story  of  his  use  to  man  is  told.  So  on  with  various 
articles  and  finally  a  golden  cross  which  gives  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  a  brief  story  of  Christ.  ‘T  am  the  child  of  a 
King”  (hidden  singer). 

Light  of  Love 

Group  of  little  children  dressed  in  Japanese  costume 
come  in  dancing  and  playing  together,  but  finally  one 
of  their  number  sees  a  figure  coming  down  the  aisle 
when  an  older  girl  dressed  in  white  comes  carrying  a 
lighted  taper.  Play  and  conversation  stops  as  the 
angel  approaches  the  platform,  and  the  children  gradual¬ 
ly  come  up  to  her  with  their  hands  upheld  toward  the 
light  while  the  singer  gives  softly  the  words  of  ‘^The 
Light  of  the  World  Is  Jesus.” 
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The  Woman’s  Friend 

Group  of  women  dressed  in  five  of  the  national  styles 
of  dress  of  India  sit  on  the  floor  when  the  Bible  woman 
enters  with  the  magazine  in  hand.  Much  chatter,  then 
she  tells  of  the  fact  that  to  each  class  of  them  there  is 
this  little  Friend  paper  available  with  directions  how  to 
care  for  homes,  their  children  and  sick  as  well  as  the 
news  of  the  Sinless  Incarnation  for  which  India  has  been 
praying;  of  the  Union  Colleges  now  open  so  that  their 
daughters  may  become  wise  and  capable  of  healing 
their  sick,  teaching  the  children  and  leading  the  nation 
in  the  new  freedom  desired.  Have  one  of  the  women 
say,  ^Uh  yes,  my  husband  told  me  of  this  paper  being 
on  the  rack  in  his  Club  and  that  he  read  many  good 
things  in  it.”  Another  one  remarks  that  her  little 
daughter  reads  in  it  of  God;  and  another,  shaking  her 
head,  says,  ^‘The  things  of  God  are  the  most  important. 
We  must  learn  of  Him  in  this  Friend  paper.” 

Happy  Childhood 

A  man  dressed  as  a  postman  brings  in  this  magazine. 
Group  of  children  come  in  and  instead  of  coming  on  the 
platform  directly  this  group  should  approach  from  the 
rear  of  the  house,  coming  through  the  aisles.  They  should 
carry  with  them  toys,  puzzles,  etc.,  and  as  far  as  possible 
have  copies  of  the  different  magazines  in  their  hands. 
Let  them  sit  down  in  groups  on  the  platform  to  read 
their  magazines,  while  gradually  some  women  in  Chinese 
dress  come  in  and  sit  down  to  listen  to  the  story  as  the 
children  read.  ‘‘Jesus  loves  the  little  children”  (sung). 
The  Interlocutor  would  before  this  goes  on  explain 
what  it  stands  for.  The  same  group  of  children  could 
be  used  for  the  two  demonstrations,  if  necessary,  chang¬ 
ing  their  garments  in  the  interval. 

Clementina  Butler. 
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OUR  BUDGET;  THE  FINANCIAL  SIDE 
(See  Bulletin  just  issued  for  details) 


The  Committee  has  pledged  for  1924,  as  follows: 


China:  Happy  Childhood 


^1,000.00 


Assistant  for  Mrs.  AlacGillivray  800.00 
Work  of  Aliss  Laura  White  500.00 


India:  The  Treasure  Chest 
Japan:  Ai  no  Hikari 


2,500.00 

300.00 


For  reorganization,  emergency 
grant 


2,000.00 


^7,100.00 


In  addition  to  this  sum,  the  Committee  has  authorized  a 
magazine  for  the  women  of  Latin  America  as  soon  as  ^5,000 
can  be  secured,  ^2,000  of  this  sum  being  already  in  sight. 
Also  ^900  is  needed  for  emergencies  and  expenses.  With 
the  ^7,100  above  mentioned  and  the  ^900  for  emergencies, 
the  total  budget  stands  at  ^8,000. 

The  Committee  must  look  to  generous  and  interested 
individuals  for  at  least  one-half  of  this  sum.  From  the 
Woman’s  Boards,  the  National  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  and  small  groups 
of  women  not  more  than  ^3,000  will  in  all  probability  be 
received.  The  Central  Committee  on  the  United  Study  of 
Foreign  Missions  has  already  paid  its  pledge  of  ^1,000  for 


1924. 


If  the  women  and  children,  trained  by  our  Christian 
teachers  and  Bible  women  ask  of  you,  women  of  America, 
bread  for  their  hungry  minds,  will  you  give  them  a  stone 
Or,  worse  than  the  stone  of  blank  walls,  shutting  in  narrow, 
darkened  lives,  will  you  through  indifference  and  failure  to 
supply  bright,  attractive,  pure  literature  doom  them  to  the 
scorpion’s  poison  of  salacious,  vicious  books  broadcasted 
everywhere  by  the  agencies  of  evil.^ 


A.  M.  K. 
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S0A4E  STORIES  OF  CHRISTIAN  BOOKS 


Airs.  Theodore  S.  Lee,  formerly  of  Satara,  India,  tells  the 
following  story : — 

young  man  of  the  barber  caste  was  baptized  in  1919 
at  Rahuri  in  the  Adarathi  Adission.  I  had  the  privilege  of 
being  present  at  the  service  when  he  gave  his  testimony  for 
Christ  and  took  off  his  Hindu  rosary,  the  wooden  beads  which 
had  meant  so  much  to  him  as  a  Hindu.  It  meant  real 
courage  for  this  young  man  to  come  out  from  his  caste  and 
receive  baptism  publicly,  stating  that  he  was  a  follower  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  With  that  deep  spirit  of  religious 
devotion  which  is  common  to  all  Indians,  this  young  man 
had  been  going  to  temples  and  shrines  and  praying  to  the 
idols.  One  day  when  on  a  pilgrimage  he  bought  some  candy. 
The  candy  was  wrapped  in  a  page  from  the  Gospel  of  John. 
The  leaf  was  in  Adarathi.  The  young  man  read  it  eagerly 
and  started  thinking.  The  story  there  told  gripped  his 
heart  and  he  longed  to  know  more  about  what  he  there  read. 
He  saved  this  page  of  the  gospel,  cherished  it  and  made 
inquiries  as  to  where  he  could  find  out  more  of  this  Way  of 
Life.  Later  he  came  in  touch  with  Christian  preachers  and 
after  instruction  was  eager  to  become  a  follower  of  Christ.” 

^1# 

Have  you  ever  thought  of  Louisa  Alcott’s  “Little  Women” 
as  a  missionary  book.^  Yet  that  was  the  purpose  it  served 
some  thirty  years  ago  when  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  little 
school  girl  in  India  who  found  in  it  a  world  of  happiness  and 
freedom,  activity  and  interests  such  as  she  had  never  dreamt 
could  exist  for  girls.  This  little  girl,  Lilavati  Singh,  who 
grew  up  to  become  known  in  both  hemispheres  as  a  leader 
among  Oriental  women,  in  later  years  gave  much  credit  to 
this  book  for  stirring  her  imagination  and  giving  her  the 
impulse  to  help  make  such  a  life  as  American  girls  enjoy 
possible  for  girls  in  India. 

Dr.  R.  A.  Hume  of  Ahmednagar,  India,  tells  of  the  useful¬ 
ness  of  one  Christian  book  in  a  remote  Indian  village.  He 
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says:  ‘^The  first  time  I  visited  one  village  I  asked  those  who 
gathered  about  me,  ^Can  any  of  you  read?’  A  man  named 
Krishna] i  went  to  his  home  and  brought  a  small  Marathi 
book  called  ^Different  Religions.’  On  the  fly  leaflet  was 
written  ^To  Bhagaji  from  R.  W.  Hume,’  so  I  asked  ‘Where 
did  you  get  this  book?’  He  replied,  ‘My  father  brought  it 
from  Bombay  many  years  ago.’  I  said  ‘The  writing  is  my 
father’s  and  he  never  came  to  Ahmedagar,  so  he  must  have 
given  it  to  your  father  some  time  when  he  went  to  Bombay. 
Now  thirty  years  later  God  has  sent  my  father’s  son  to  your 
father’s  son  to  explain  to  you  the  message  of  the  book,  that 
God  is  the  loving  Father  of  every  one  and  that  His  Son, 
Jesus  Christ,  has  brought  me  to  India  to  give  this  message!’ 
Later  Krishna]  i  and  a  good  many  others  in  that  village 
became  Christians.  A  mission  school  was  started  and  now 
some  of  the  boys  and  girls  from  that  school  are  in  good 
positions  in  various  places.  The  seed  of  all  this  fruit  was  in 
a  little  book  given  in  a  city  150  miles  away  many,  many  years 
ago.” 


It  is  interesting  in  India  to  see  how  the  printed  page  can 
reach  a  people  otherwise  inaccessible  to  the  Christian  mis¬ 
sionary.  India  is  full  of  song  and  loves  to  sing.  The  Indian 
Christian  poet,  Narayan  Vaman  Tilak  has  written  a  large 
number  of  beautiful  Christian  lyrics  in  Marathi.  These 
have  been  printed  and  the  little  volume  has  been  sold  at  four 
cents  a  copy.  The  poems  are  full  of  the  message  of  Jesus 
Christ.  They  are  so  beautifully  written  that  they  appeal 
to  the  best  educated  and  most  intelligent  classes  in  the 
Marathi  speaking  area.  Mrs.  Theodore  Lee  says:  “One 
time  there  was  a  gathering  of  Brahmin  women  in  our  home. 
As  usual  one  item  on  the  program  was  singing  with  organ 
accompaniment.  A  young  Brahmin  girl  who  had  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  being  the  only  girl  to  go  from  her  home  town  to 
college  was  asked  to  sing.  To  our  great  surprise  what  she 
chose  as  her  selection  was  one  of  Mr.  Tilak’s  hymns,  which 
she  must  have  gotten  through  this  little  four  cent  volume 
of  poetry  and  song.  She  sang  a  hymn,  which  was  a  patriotic 
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one,  with  zest  and  spontaneity,  accepting  apparently  all  that 
the  Christian  writer  had  put  into  the  hymn  of  devotion  to 
Jesus  Christ. 

A  Hindu  Boy  Who  Read  a  Shelf  Full  of  Christian 
Story  Tracts 

A  Hindu  boy  in  our  mission  school  was  faithful  in  his 
Bible  lessons  and  in  Sunday  School,  as  well  as  in  the  other 
lessons. 

One  day  he  asked  for  something  to  read.  I  told  him  to 
look  at  my  shelf  full  of  little  story  tracts  costing  one  pie 
cent)  each.  Some  of  the  titles  were,  ^‘The  Angels’ 
Message,”  ‘^The  Grapevine  Story,”  ^^The  Boy  who  became 
Prime  Minister,”  ‘‘The  Quarrelsome  Women,”  etc. 

He  went  home  and  brought  the  little  copper  coin  called  a 
pie  and  took  one  of  the  little  booklets  home.  After  awhile 
he  came  again  with  a  pie  in  his  hand  and  bought  another. 
From  time  to  time  he  thus  came,  and  I  would  hand  out  to 
him  a  new  story  each  time.  Later,  when  I  offered  him  one 
story  and  another  he  would  say,  “Fve  read  that,  Fve  read 
that,  Fve  read  that,”  until  it  was  hard  for  me  to  find  one  he 
had  not  read. 

One  day  I  said  to  him,  “You  are  a  poor  boy;  how  did  you 
get  money  to  buy  all  the  little  stories  on  my  shelf  He 
replied,  “I  had  no  money  other  than  the  first  pie  I  brought. 
When  I  had  read  the  first  story  I  sold  it  to  another  boy  and 
used  the  pie  over  again,  and  so  I  have  gone  on  using  the  one 
pie  over  and  over  to  get  a  new  story  each  time.” 

Some  months  afterward  another  boy  in  the  school  told  me 
that  my  young  friend  had  died.  His  people  were  all  Hindus, 
and  had  no  interest  in  letting  me  know  about  his  death.  I 
asked  my  informant  if  he  said  anything  in  his  last  moments 
and  was  told  that  he  uttered  the  name  “Jesus”  and  that  was 
all.  It  was  a  comfort  to  know  that  the  name  of  Jesus  was 
in  his  mind  when  he  was  called  by  the  Heavenly  Father. 

A  Hindu  Worshipper  Who  Carried  Aw^ay  a  Tract  to 
His  Village 

A  Christian  preacher  at  a  great  Hindu  festival  gave  a  man 
a  tract,  which  he  took  with  him  to  his  home  in  another 
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province  on  the  West  Coast.  He  never  heard  from  him 
again. 

Some  years  afterward  a  mission  report  from  the  West 
Coast  fell  into  the  hands  of  our  Mission,  where  the  festival 
was  held  annually.  In  it  there  was  the  account  of  a  convert 
who  joined  that  Mission  as  the  result  of  receiving  that  tract. 

The  preacher  had  sown  the  seed  and  passed  on  without 
seeing  it  bear  fruit.  He  had  sown  and  others  had  reaped 
the  harvest. 


NOTE:  The  Bulletin,  “How  We  Spend  the  Budget,  “  referred  to  on  page  12 
of  this  program  may  be  obtained  free  in  any  quantity  desired  on  appli¬ 
cation  to  Miss  Sarah  H.  Polhemus,  25  Madison  Ave.,  New  York  City, 
or  Miss  Alice  M.  Kyle,  14  Beacon  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
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